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Government is not in the business of “political persecution” of Medex 
 

 
The Government notes with astonishment the untrue statements made by Medex 
Lines S.L. in an article entitled “Medex Lines recrimina a Gibraltar su "persecución 
política" a la naviera” publicised in the Europa Sur website on the 29th January 2012 
(http://www.europasur.es/article/maritimas/1171186/medex/lines/recrimina/gibraltar/s
u/persecucion/politica/la/naviera.html). The Government of Gibraltar is not in the 
business of “political persecution” with Medex Lines or otherwise. 
 
It was not until Monday 23rd of January 2012 that Neil Costa MP, the Minister with 
responsibility for the Port and Mr Jose Rodriguez, who represents the ferry operator 
first met to discuss the ferry operation. At the meeting, Mr Rodriguez explained why 
the Company was facing closure. He said that the reason why the operation was not 
sustainable was because during the off peak season the Company did not generate 
enough revenue to cover operational costs. He also said it was not the first time the 
operation faced closure due to the business not being sustainable. Transcoma S.A., 
the company that initially setup the Service, pulled out after it decided to consolidate 
its core business and sell off or close all other business interests. Transcoma made a 
loss of over 600,000€ the first year the ferry service came into operation. The ferry 
service business was sold to another investor who rebranded it as Medex Lines. The 
new investor has now also pulled out of the operation. 
 
At the meeting of 23rd January 2012, Mr Rodriguez approached the Government 
requesting assistance in securing interest from a Gibraltar company to take over the 
running of the operation. The Government agreed to give urgent attention to this 
issue and discuss the matter in Cabinet at the first opportunity. A few days later, on 
Friday 27th January 2012, Medex Lines circulated a statement announcing the 
imminent closure of the ferry link. This was then followed by the article in Europa Sur 
website. 
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The Government would be happy to support a regular ferry service between Gibraltar  
and Algeciras. It would also be prepared to support an application which seeks to set 
up a regular cargo service between the Ports.  
 
Mr Rodriguez may be trying to make political inroads with the PP government by 
attacking the Government of Gibraltar with these falsehoods and without allowing the 
Government an opportunity to deal with his request for support. It is unfortunate he 
has chosen to do this, especially as he claims to be a great supporter of Gibraltar. 
 
 

 
 

 

 


